
From Fr. Melvin 

Pastoral Note:  Although returning at last, I am still in transition as I continue therapy on the 

left knee.  Progress continues as I thank you more than can be said here in words, while your 

prayers, meal offerings, cards, and volunteer drivers have sustained me to get stronger by the 

week.  Throughout September, beginning September 2nd, Wednesday Mass will be at 

10:30am.  On September 9th and each Wednesday, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will fol-

low Mass with Benediction at 12:15pm.  The original 8:00am Mass should return in October. 

From Fr. Melvin:  Moving forward in Part 2 of Castel Sant’Angelo, we go inside and see what 

more is behind this fortress, a refuge for some popes, and a protective barrier of faith against in-

vading forces.  When I entered, I noticed the way it encircles within the square façade of the ex-

terior, and further around, the various entrances offering the many services, especially the mili-

tary.  Reading a few displays of early history, you find that by its many named areas, faith served 

to withstand outside forces.  The photo offered is one example of several ramparts.    

 

The Bastion of St. John, overlooking the south-east corner 

of the ramparts, was almost entirely rebuilt at the end of the 

19th century….[also] the inner part consists of a cylindrical 

Tower that reproduces the original structure dating from the 

Papacy of Nicholas V (1447-55).  A 16th century gunsmith’s  

workshop was re-created in the smaller tower…[and]  

Continuing the path descends through the steps of Paul III 

of the Walkway of Boniface IX.  [Museum sign display] 

 

 

 

 

As we journey into a large hall, we see an historical 

set of art layouts from the unique ceiling décor of 

gold accents surrounding a coat of arms in the cen-

ter.  Like the basilicas of past columns, one needs to 

ascend with the eyes and see beauty.  Though I am 

not sure how close I was toward the Chapel, this ar-

ea suggests many people stayed here. 

 



In the following 2 photos, I came across an historical reading of the Papal apartments where-

by a pope resided.  Well, within the décor of the room could be some Renaissance decorative 

paintings; including one attributed to Raphael.  Could this be one of the rooms?  Perhaps, 

and one sees a kneeler before our Passionate Lord Jesus carrying the Cross.  The monogram, 

I H S, signifies our Lord and truly worth kneeling in a time of solitude and prayer.   

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other layouts within the castle, as it is also referred, areas of imprisonment were established 

in addition to military barracks.  In the end, Castel Sant’Angelo stood out as a landmark of 

faith and its defense against marauders and yes, the plague.  In closing, look!  Apparently, 

the seagull is looking right at us—hope you enjoyed the tour!  St. Michael, the Archangel, 

pray for us. 

 


